	And one SOLDIER in the field? 


Tatyana SAMOILOV
The most exotic participant of the World Cup tour “The Moscow Region Epée” was, perhaps, Australian Joanna Halls —the sole representative of the continent in Russia. 

	


	   

	Joanna Halls
	


It is interesting that the 35-year-old Australian épéeist only became one this season. Before this she competed in foil, and in this weapon achieved some success. So, last year she managed to make her way to the Olympic Games in Beijing, and with her results for the season entered into the ranks of the top fifty foilists in the world, number 45 in the FIE rankings. 
However, it seems that Joanna wields not a bad épée. A week before Joanna’s Lobnya tournament she competed for the first time in a World Cup Epée A-grade in the small Greek town of Florina where she straight off garnered her first four World Cup points. And having reached DE of 32 “The Moscow Region Epée”, she had double the number of spectators. The Australian épéeist was stopped by the unknown, and yet future tournament bronze medalist, Russian Yana Zvereva, to whom Halls lost with the score 10-15. Afterwards she moved to the stands where she attentively watched the course of the competition until the rewards ceremony. She was distracted only for a while — to answer the questions of your correspondent. 
— Joanna, we congratulate you on your quite good performance. But still: why you have decided to give up foil?
— In foil the competition is too strong, and to make your way upward improbably hard. And in Australia women’s foil is not too popular. Therefore after failing at the Beijing Olympic games where I lost in the first match, I decided to try my strength in épée. We will see what happens then.
— What do you think of the results this season in general and in this tournament in particular? 
Lobnya — only the second épée World Cup in which I’ve taken part. Therefore I consider that has done rather not too bad.
What are your impressions of the  tournament in Lobnya? How in general has it turned out, what you have gotten so far from Australia? 
— I came to Russia because this tournament has collected a very strong group of participants. And this is not my first time in Russia, and it’s been really nice for me to be here. The tournament was really well organised, by some very kind and sympathetic people. 
— As to your second question I simply do not have a choice. Australia is far away from the big fencing lanes, so to participate in tournaments and get ranking points, I have to overcome the great distances. 
— Athletes of some countries, whose problems are similar to yours, prefer to live and train in Europe. So we have, for example, a Venezuelan épéeist who trains in Poland and in Germany … 
— I also had a period when I lived in Budapest. And now, coming to Europe, I stay there. But generally, now I live in Melbourne.
— How are things with Australia fencing? Why you have chosen this kind of sport, when after all, on the green continent, swimming, basketball and tennis are much more popular?
— When I was at school, many members of my family played tennis, including my mum and sister. So I decided to get involved in fencing simply for a change. 
— Unfortunately, in my country fencing is not so developed. So, in foil high-level training was sometimes not achieved. And, currently, in épée too, now. But I very much hope that soon the situation will change, and we will be able to build up a combat-ready group.
We hope that words of Joanna Halls will come true. For now she will be representing her country alone, proving, as the one and only Australian girl bearing arms, she too can be a soldier.
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